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From the INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



To: 

APPLEYARD LEES 

Attn. Neill, Alastair W illiam 
15 Clare Road 
Halifax, HXl 2HY 
UNITED KINGDOM 



RECEIVED -HAUFAX I 

0 4 MAY 2004 
APPLEYARD LEES 



PCT 



NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
OR THE DECLARATION 

(PCT Rule 44.1) 





Date of mailing 

KiayJrnonmear) 03/05/2004 


AppDcanf 8 or agent's file reference 
RJP/DMH/y2473 


FOR FURTHER ACTION See paragraphs 1 and 4 below 


International application No. 
PCT/GB 03/05472 


International filing date 

l<ta,/nH>nWye«) 15/12/2003 


Applicant 

THE BOOTS COMPANY PLC 



1 . Q The applicant Is hereby notified that the International Search Report has been established and is transmitted herewith. 
Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19: 

The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the ciatms of the International Application (see Rule 46): 

When? The time limit for filing such amendments is normally 2 monttis from tiie date of transmittal of the 
International Search Report; however, fbr more details, see the notes on the accompanying sheet 



Where? Dlrectiytothe 



International Bureau of WlPO 
34. chemln des Colombettes 
1 21 1 Geneva 20. Switzerland 
Fasdmile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 



For more detailed instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet 

2. I I The applicant is hereby notified that no international Search Report will be established and that the declaration under 
I— > Article 17(2)(a) to ttiat effect is transmitted herewith. 

3. Q With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional f6e(s) under Rule 40.2. the applicant Is notified that 

□ the protest together witti tiie decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together witti tiie 
applicant's request to fonvard the texts of botti ttie protest and ttie decision thereon to the designated Offices. 

I I no decision has been made yet on the protest; tiie applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 

4. Further action(s): The applicant is reminded of tiie following: 

Shortiy after 18 months from ttie priority date, ttie international application wID be published by the international Bureau. 
If ttm applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of wittKlrawal of ttie International application, or of the 
priority claim, must reach the International Bureau as provided in Rules 90b/s.1 and 90b/5.3» respectively, before the 
completion of ttie technical preparations for intemational publication. 

Wittiin 19 months from ttie priority date, a demand for intemational preliminary examination must be filed if ttie applicant 
wishes to postpone ttie entty Into ttie national phase until 30 monttis from the priority date (in some Offices even later). 

Wittiin 20 months from ttie priority date, ttie applicant must perlbrm ttie prescribed acts fbr entry into ttie national phase 
before all designated Offices which have not been elected In ttie demand or in a later election wittiin 19 monttis from ttie 
priority date or could not be elected because ttiey are not bound by Chapter II. 



Name and mailing address of ttie Intemational Searching Auttiority 
European Patent Office, P.B. 581 8 Patentiaan 2 
NL-2280 HV Rl]swljl( 

Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040. Tx. 31 651 epo nl. 
Fax: (431-70)340-3016 



J 



AuttiorlzBd officer 
Dominique Hundt 



Form PCT/ISA/220 (July 1998) 



NOTES tVFORM PCT/ISA/220 



These Notes are intended to give the basic instnictions conoeming the filing of amendments under ajtidel 9. The 
Notes are based on the requirements of the Patent Cooperation Treaty, the Regulations and the AdmrnnMive tractions 
under that Treaty. In ease of discrepancy between these Notes and those requtremento, the latter are oppUcoble. For more 
detailed information, see abo the PCT App6oartt% Guide, a publication of WIPO. 

In these Notes. "Aitide', "Rule", and -Section' refer to theprovisions of the PCT, the PCT Regulations and the PCT 
Administrative Instnictions respectively. 



INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING AMENDMENTS UNDER ARTICLE 19 

The appRcart has, after having received the international search report, one opportunfty to amend the claims of the 
international application. It should however be emphaaiied that, since all parts of the international application (claiinB, 
description and Sewings) may be amended during the littemalional preliminary examination prooedure, there is usuaOy 
no need to file amendments of the daims under Article 1 9 except where, e .g. the applicant wants the latter to be gJD»ned 
for the purposes of provisional protection or has another reason for amending the claims before intemabonal pbuiication. 
Furthennoie, it should be emphasized that provisional protection is avaSable in some States only. 

What pvto of the International application may be amended? 

Under Article 1 9, only the claims may be amended. 

During the inlwnalional phase, the claims may also be amended (or further amended) under Article 34 before 
the International Preliminary Examining Authority. The description and drawings may only be amended under 
Artide 34 before the Intemationd Exomintng Authority. 

Upon entry into the n«Honal phase, dl parts of the intemafional application may be amended under Article 28 
or. wheni applioable, Article 41. 



When? 



Within 2 nrantha from the date of transmitted of the intemational search report or 16 nwnths from the priority 
data, wh'Kshever time Gmit expires later. K should be noted, however, that the amendments wiU be considered 
as having been reoewed on time if they are reeehrad by the International Bureau after the expiration of the 
appiicabie time Bmit but befbre the completion of the teohnioai preparatioRB for irtemflftional puUieaftion 
(Rule 46.1). 



Where not to file the amendmenta? 

The amendments may only be fBed with the Intemational Bureau and not with the receiving Office or the 
Intemational Searching Authority (Rule 46.2). 

Where a demand for intemational prefiminary examination has beenAs filed, see bebw. 

How? Either by cancelKng one or more entire daims, by adding one or mora new claims or by amending the text of 

one or more of the daims as filed. 

A replacement sheet must be submitted for each sheet of the daims which, on account of an amendment or 
amendments, differs from the sheet originally filed. 

AD the daims appearing on a replacement sheet must be numbered in Arabic numerals. Where a daim is 
cancelled, no renumbering of the other claims is required. In all cases where daims ore renumberedi they must 
be renumbered consecutively (Administrative Instnictions, Section 205(b)). 

The mendmonta must be made In the language In which the International application to to be puMlahed. 



What doeiinienta must/imay aeoompafiy the Mnandmenta? 
Letter (Sectton 205(b)): 

The amendments must be sutimitted with a letter. 

The letter wiH not be published with the tntemational application and the amended daims. It should not be 
confused with the 'Statement under Article 19(1)' (see bebw, under 'Statement under Article 19(1)"). 

The letter must be In Engllah or French, at the choice of the appUoant Howovar, If the language of the 
mtemallenal application to Engltoh, the totter must be in EngHsh; If the tanguage of the tatamational - 
to French, the tatter muat be in French. 



Notes to Forni PCT/ISA/220 (first sheet) (Januaiy 1994) 



:s TO FORM PCT/ISA/220 (continued) 



The letter must indicate the dfferenoes k)etween the olainm as filed and the daims as amended. It must, in 
particular, indnate, in connection with eadi daim appearing in the international appfioation fit being understood 
that identical indications conoemtng several claims may be grouped),whether 

(j) the claim is unchanged; 

(B) the claim is cancelled; 

(ni) the claim is new; 

(iv) the claim replaces one or more claims as filed; 

(v) thedaimistlisreeultof the division of a claim as filed. 



The follafwing examples mustrate the manner in which amendments must be explained in the 
eeoompanytng letter 

1 . [Where originally there were 48 claims and after amendment of some claims there are 51): 
"Claims 1 to 29, 31 , 32, 34, 35, 37 to 48 replaced tiy amended claims bearing the same numbem; 
daims 30, 33 and 36 unchanged; new daims 49 to 51 added.* 

2. [Whers originally there were 1 5 daims and after amendment of ail daims there are 11 ]: 
"Oaims 1 to 15 replaced t>y amended daims 1 to 1 1 

3. [Whers originally Ihera ware 1 4 daims and the amendments consist in canodling some daims and in adding 
new daims]: 

"Claims 1 to 6 and 14 unchanged; daims 7 to 1 3 cancelled; new daims 1 5, 16 and 17 added." or 
"Claims 7 to 13 cancelled; new claims 1 5, 16 and 17 added; aD other daims unchanged* 

4. (Where various kiiKls of amendments are made): 

'Claims 1-10 unchanged; daims 11 to13, 18 and 1 9 cancelled; claims 14, 1 5 arfd 1 6 replaced t^ amended 
daim 1 4; daim 17 subdivided into amended daims 1 5, 1 6 and 1 7; new daims 20 and 21 added* 



-Statement under artlela 19(1)" (Rule 46^) 

The amendmente maf be accompanied by astaftament explaining the amendmento and indicating any impact 
that auoh amendments might have on the description and the drawings (which cannot be amended under 

Artide19(1)). 

The alatoment wilt be published with the international appGeaticn and the amended dalma. 
tt must be In the language to which the intanwUonal apppllc«Uon to to be publlahad. 
It must be brief, not exceeding 500 words if in English or If trandated into Engliah. 

It should not be confused with and does not replace the letter incBcating the dmersnoes between the daims 
as filed and as amended. It must be filed on a separato atwet and must be identified as such by a headng, 
pref^ably by using the words 'Statement under Article 1 9(1).* 

It may not contain any disparaging commento on tfie international search report or the rslevanoe of citations 
contained in that report Reference to citations, relevant to a ghren daim, contained in the international search 
rapoit may be made only in connection with an amendment of that daim. 



Consequence If a demand for IntemaUonal preliminary examination has already l>een filod 

If, at ttw time of fifing any amendmento under Article 1 9, a demand fbr inlematior«al prdiminary examination 
has aiready been submitted, the applicant must preferably, at the same time of filing the amendmente with the 
International Bureau, also file a copy of such amendmente with the International Prefiminary Exannning 
Authority (aee Rule 62^(a). first sentence). 



Consequence with regard to trwialation of the Intematlonal application tor entry toto the natlonai phaaa 

The applicant's attention is drown to the fad that, where upon entry into the national phase, a translation of the 
daima as amended under Artide 19 may have to be furnished to the dedgnoted/tdeded Offiees, instead of, or 
in addition to, the translation of the daims as filed. 

For hnther ddails on ttie rsquiremente of each designatedMeded Office, see Volume II of the PCT Applioanf a 
Guide. 



Ndas to Fcmn PCT/ISA/220 (second sheet) (January 1994) 



fj^NT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

(PCT Article 18 and Rules 43 and 44) 



Applicant's or agenfs file reference 
RJP/DMH/Y2473 


FOR FURTHER ^ Notification of Transmittal of International Search Report 

(Form PCT/ISA/220) as well as, where applicable, Item 5 below. 

ACTION 


Internationa) application No. 
PCT/GB 03/05472 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
15/12/2003 


(Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) 
16/12/2002 


Applicant 

THE BOOTS COMPANY PLC 



This International Search Report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the appiicant 
according to Article 1 8. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This I ntemational Search Report consists of a total of 6 sheets. 

[x] it is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited In this report 



1 . Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the tntematlonai application In the 
language In which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I the international search was canled out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
' Authority (Rule 23.1 (b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino add sequence disclosed In the international application, the tntematlonai search 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing : 

I I contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the Internationa) application in computer readable fonn. 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority In computer readble form. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 



the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure In the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

the statement that the Infbnnation recorded in computer readable fomn is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished 



2. 
3. 



[x] Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 
I I Unity of invention is ladcing (see Box 11). 



4. With regard to the title, 

I I the text is approved as submitted by the appiicant 
[x] the text has been established by this Authority to read as fotiows: 
MEDICINAIi COMPOSITIONS COMPRISING A CORE AND A FILM BASED ON MODIFIED CELLULOSE 

DERIVATIVES 

5. With regard to the abstract, 

fx] the text Is approved as submitted by the applicant 

□ the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by ttils Auttiority as It appears In Box 111. The applicant may, 
within one month from ttie date of mailing of ttils International search report, submit comments to ttils Auttiority. 

6. The figure of ttie drawings to be published wittittie abstract Is Figure No. 

rn as suggested by ttie applicant Q None of ttie figures. 

I I because ttie appiicant failed to suggest a figure. 
I I because ttiis figure better characterizes ttie Invention. 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (first sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNAIIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International A| 

PCT/GB 




ion No 

472 



A. CLASSinCATION OF SUBJECT MATTER , 

IPC 7 A61K9/00 A61K9/48 



According to tniemaiional Patent Classiftealton (PC) or to txrth nattonal classificaUon and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (dasstficalion system followed by dasstficatlon symbols) 

IPC 7 A61K 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the International search (name of data base and. where practical search terms used) 

EPO-Internal , WPI Data, PAJ, BIOSIS, ENBASE 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Categofy Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to dalm No. 



FR 2 750 859 A (MAUREL SANTE) 
16 January 1998 (1998-01-16) 
claims 1-12 

page 2, line 6 -page 9, line 2 

WO 98/34612 A (PANKHANIA MAHENDRA GOVIND 
; BOOTS CO PLC (GB); YURDAKUL SARUHAN (6B) 
13 August 1998 (1998-08-13) 
Claims 1,7 

page 4, line 5 -page 6, line 28 
examples 1,3 

US 5 158 777 A (ABRAMOWITZ ROBERT ET AL) 
27 October 1992 (1992-10-27) 
claims 1,6,7 

column 2, line 29 -column 4, line 25 
example 3 

" -/- 



1-18 



1.7.14, 
15 



1-18 
1,14,15 



Further documents are listed in the continuation of box C. 



Patent family members are listed In annex. 



* Special categories of dted documents : 

'A' document denning the general state of the art which Is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

*E' eariier document but published on or after the intemaUonal 
filing dale 

'L* document which may throw doubts on priority clalm(s) or 
which is died to establish the pubQcation date of another 
dtation or other spedal reason (as specified) 

*0^ document referring to an oral disclosure, use. exhibition or 
other means 

'P* document published prior to the intemaUonal filing dale but 
later than the priority date claimed 



T later document published after the International flUng date 
or priority date and not In conflict with the application but 
dted to understand the prindple or theory underiying the 
invention 

*)C document of particular relevanoe: the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot t>e considered to 
Involve an Inventive step when the document is taken abne 

'Y* document of particular relevance; the claimed Invention 
cannot be considered to invotve an inventive step when the 
document Is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person sMDed 
in the art. 

'&* document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 



8 April 2004 



Date of maSing of the Intemational search report 



03/05/2004 



Name and maiilng address of the ISA 

European Patent Officd. P.B. 5818 Patentiaan 2 
NL-2280HVRQswQk 
Tel (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl. 

Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 



Authorized Officer 



Schlfferer, H 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



l^|^|tlon 



No 



International 

PCT/GB 



C.(Conttnuation) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category * Citation or document with indicallon. where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to dalm No. 



p,x 



p.x 



P.X 



FUKUI E ET AL: "Studies on applicability 
of press-coated tablets using 
hydroxypropyl cellulose (HPC) In the outer 
shell for timed-release preparations" 
JOURNAL OF CONTROLLED RELEASE, ELSEVIER 
SCIENCE PUBLISHERS B.V. AMSTERDAM, NL, 
vol. 68, no. 2, 

10 August 2000 (2000-08-10), pages 
215-223, XP004228952 
ISSN: 0168-3659 
abstract 

page 216, right-hand column, line 20 -page 
217, left-hand column, line 26 
figures 3,6-8 

GB 2 195 248 A (PROCTER & GAMBLE) 
7 April 1988 (1988-04-07) 
claims 1,8,10,21 

page 2, line 61 -page 4, line 16 
page 5, line 56 -page 6, line 55 

WO 02/102356 A (INCHLEY ANDREW JOHN ; BOOTS 
CO PLC (GB); VAUGHAN KENNETH DONALD (GB) 
27 December 2002 (2002-12-27) 
page 2, line 6 -page 16, line 10 

claims 1-14 

examples 1-14 

WO 03/026612 A (THOMAS MARTIN ;BUNICK 
FRANK J (US); BURKE JOHN (US); LEE 
DER-YAN6) 3 April 2003 (2003-04-03) 
claims 1-6 

paragraphs '0062!-' 0069! 
paragraphs ' 0075 ! , ' 0076 ! 
paragraphs '0106!-'0112! , '0117! 



1,14,15 



1,14.15 



1,7-11, 
14-18 



1,15-17 



US 2003/228361 Al (MCCALL TROY W 
11 December 2003 (2003-12-11) 

claims 1,11-17,46-50 

paragraphs '0106! , '0107! , '0112! 



ET AL) 



1,14,15 
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International Application No. PCT/ GB 03/05472 



FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM POT/ISA/ 210 



Continuation of Box 1.2 
Claims Nos.: 1-18 In part 



Present claims 1 /2-18 (In part) relate to a product defined by reference 
to a desirable characteristic or property, namely to comprise 

"a non-expanded film material" (see claim 1). 

The claims cover all products having this characteristic or property, 
whereas the application provides support within the meaning of Article 6 
PCT and/or disclosure within the meaning of Article 5 PCT for only a very 
limited number of such products. In the present case, the claims so lack 
support, and the application so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful 
search over the whole of the claimed scope 1s impossible. Independent of 
the above reasoning, the claims also lack clarity (Article 6 PCT). An 
attempt is made to define the product by reference to a result to be 
achieved. Again, this lack of clarity In the present case is such as to 
render a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope 
impossible. Consequently, the search has been carried out for those parts 
of the claims which appear to be clear, supported and disclosed, namely 
those parts relating to the products 
having a film or coating 

-comprising hydroxypropyl methyl cellulose (see claim 15) 

-comprising modified cellulose material (see claim 1 b) and page 5, line 

22 up to page 4, line 11). 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to Inventions in respect of which no international 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 



internahonIRearch report pc^p 



plication No. 
03/05472 



Box t Observations where certain dalms were found unsearchable (Continuation of Item 1 of first sheet) 

This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 
1. Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



H Claims Nos.: 1-18 In part 

because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically: 

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210 



3. Claims Nos.: 

" ) they are dependent claims and are not drafted In accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box II Observations where unity of invention Is lacidng (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in tills international application, as follows: 



1 . I I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by ttie applicant, tills international Search Report covers all 
' — ' searchable claims. 

2* E]] As all searchable dalms could be searched wittiout effort Justifying an additional fee, this Auttiorlty did not Invite payment 
of any additional fee. 



3. I I As only some of ttie required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report 
' — ■ covers only those claims fbr which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. I I No required additional search fees were timely paid by ttie applicant Consequentiy, this Intemationai Search Report is 

restricted to ttie invention first mentioned in the dalms; It Is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remaric on Protest |^ The additional search fees were accompanied by ttte applicant's protest 

I I No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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WO 03026615 A2 
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WO 03026630 Al 
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US 2003232082 Al 
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